ROVIEW #13

the final iscue the final is-ue
Vo ) . . 1
™his is = publicstion of The Soclety for the Prerevatlon of Ta er
Bloch,

EPraise his holy name!)

(0fficial club motto furnished by Walter A, Willis, himself a deity of

stature,...,over =ix feet the last time I he-~rd,)
PICKLE BIOCH FOR POSTERITY]!}!

Hemember Bloch is the only True Chod,.,the only GHOD who graraniees
satisfaction, Remember, if not completely satisfied, your sacrifice
will be cheerfully returned {only slightly sim ed), Yo other Ghod
can make that st=tere nt} '

Bloch is fully guaranteed, He has passed the taste test, the wind=
tunnel endurance test, the two weeks free home trial, and the Harvard
19 test for defective & ildren, :

Furthermbre, no other Ghod dares compare the public reaction in print
the way Bloch does, Read the following signed testimonials,

¥1}liesnt Mildew, famed young society matron, says:
"In these days of erurmbling mores and dissolving standards, tie
barriers which sepsrate the 'right! people from those of lesser
breeding are crumbling. I believe the emergence df Bloch has
made us all awere of this, It is up to each of us from the old
femilies to stand as = bulwark ageinst chaos,¥

Stony Glassjsw, contender for the middleweéiht championship of the
world, never yet defeated, and viector of 23% consecutive ko's sayss
"Bloch is my inspiration. VWithout him I'd be just another
stumblebum' But when I climb in the ring it is not my opponent
I sees It's= Bloch's shining face before me, /nd as 1 aim each
blow 1t is with a feeling of comfort and reassurance that I
see Bloch's face, I owe everything to him,"

Aaron Fildtwistle, typiecel smll-town Americang says:
"I switched to Bloch for two reasonc, First, becauce I have
seen the light and realize,  he is the only true Ghod, and second
because I'm being paid 1500 for this endorsement, Yessir, I'm
for Bloch," -

And Marilyn Midriff, glamourocus Hollywood starlet says:
"When you have to work under those hot klieg lightw all day in
front of the comeras you're really tired at nights, Thatts why
I've found Bloch such a refreshing help, I take Bloch every
night upon retiring, and a double dose if I have to get up early
to go to work, It helps me sleep," (lMiss Midriff can soon be
s:en in)the Twentieth Century-faux nas film "How to Marry a Sex
Fiena®,

All the above =tatements may be examined at will at our head offiaes.
in Veyauwega upon preeent2tion of a certificate from your family .
docter of incanity, 4and remember, statistics don't lie, In a natione
wide test of over five hundred registered pharmacists, more than Tive
out of six agreed} And you just can't argue with that kind of figures,

Remember, Bloch is the only true Ghod, PICKLE BLOCK FOR POSTERITY}



This is the last issue of REVIEW, Yes, I know I've said that
once before and intimated it a couple 6f other times, But on the
preceeding ogcasione outside forces were causing it; whereas this
time I have 2 much better reasone,..the reason moct fanzines -fold,
When 1 started REVIEW it was an engrossing activity, Now it has
become a2 dreaded chore, Ironically, a very similar situation was
the cause of REVIEW's birth, WASTEBASKLT, which started out as a
fairly simple little generalzine had, in four issues. mushroomed imt o
an elaborate printed fanzine with each issue t~king a2bout six months
to prepere and costing a2 minor fortune to produce, WaSTEBASKET was
designed to be just the opposite. It would be che~p and easy to
produce on the road (I'd used hektogravhy before and knew it was
messy but never having used it for printed m2tter or on 2 mmss pro--
duction basis I was unaware of its f-tal. defects), It would be
totally uniretentious. No illustrations, no lettered hesdings,

I would not be at the mercy of contributors since I'd procduce the
whole of the text myself, And I could bring it out guickly and
frequently since it would be quite small, Well the first issue

was, Eight pages as I recall (I lack copies, myself of three or

four of the first half dozen is=ues) and produced in its entirety
within the sp2ce of one week, I'd figured on a two-weekly to monthly
BOhedUIe. :

Well, those who've stuck with me through thick and thin (I wonder
if anyone still has 81l 13 issues) can see how little the REVIEW of
today resembles th=t firet issue, It otill haes the same title and
fanzine review column but otherwlse it's snother mogazine entirely,
(For the benefit of future fan histortans, RE¥IEW!'s first two igsues
appeared in 1952 hektograthed, The next four in 1953, dittoed =nd
run off by Charles VWells, The next five, d=ting fromX late 1953 to
Fall, 1954 were mimeod »nd run off by Wells, The 12th issue was mimeod
professionally and this final iscue run off on the mimeo which has
given me wo much trouble and which is one of the lesser reasons for
RBVIEY/'w demice,)

This does not mean I'm exiting fandom, It does probably mean
the end of my publishing in the general fan field, I might come back
some day but I doubt it, I don't like mimeography and if I get anoth-
er printing press ixk its output will probably be confined to FiPAa,
I'11 rem2in active in FAPA, perhaps even become more active therein,
I've dropped from SAPS and do not anticinate adding any other apa
memberships to my F/PA activity, at precent, My correspondence will
continue as before, I hope (though no promices) that I'1l1 be able
to write morc letters of comment to fanzine editors since I'11 no
longer be reviewing them, I will subscribe to more fanzines, now,
but its best to warn you that I ususlly won't subscribe to anvy fane
zine unless ites demonstr-ted its staying power by appearing regularly
for at least a year., The majority of fanzines fail to live long
enough to fulfill a subscription and most of them aren't worth it
in their early issues, anyw2y, 2o my policy with such zines has ale
ways been to get through trade or because of comment,,..not that it
would really hurt me to lose the money, but there are times when I
can live up to my surname and I find it easy to be very stingy when
it comes to subscribing to f-nzines, So be warned, Those of you
who think such 2 policy unfair do not have to =end me your fanzines,

It's probably not at all ® -incidental that G.li, Carr announced



2 pelicy of non-2otivity almost identieal to this in the latest
GEMZINE, Gertrude and I entered fandom 21mo-t simultaneously and
while I suspeect she's been somewhat ahesd of me in total activity
our paces haven't been too dissimila r, Comes time now for a retreag
to FAPA where old fans go to die,

Present plans are to take Bil1 Morse's column (perhaps the
most cuccessfvl @nnovation in REVITW's hlstory) into my FAPAzine
BIRDSMITH, The readers column may go in 2 somewhat briefer form,
also, With most readsrs commenting in their own FAPAzines it depends
on whether their are sufficient letters worth printing or n te It has
been decided not to c¢2l11 the new altered BIRDSMITH The BIRDITH RE~
VIEY, Juet thought you'd 1ike +o know, "The rest of the magazine
will ¥2nish into limbo, I am not available, now, to write a fanzine
review column for someone elserg—fanzineg :

* ¥ _ * e
Blackmail pays}it

Having reocently threatened a certain Richard K, Verdan with
revelation of his/her identity if I did not receive an article by
same this cowed fan hastily complied with fear and trembling, Heh,
hehe.sewe feel villainoms and succes=fully sos. Nothing succeeds 1ike
guccesse unless perhaps it is vice, which is its own reward ,

Incidentally, Bodb Silverberg, who printed this article's prede-
cessor, managed to give the impression that Verdan was actually two
people, Hah} You don't know the half of ity I have learned from a
reliable source that at least twice that number of people (even 1
don't Imow the exact figure) are Yerdan,

Though not always similtaneously,
Apologies for all the skipped spaces in the Verdan z+' “cle,

* * * W

REVIEW is edited and published by;

Vernon L, MeCain
Box 458
Payette, Idzho,

Please, pleace,pheaseeeess _

note the ahove and cubetitute it for any eorlier addresses you may
be using, I'1l be leaving Peyette, shortly, =21so, but mail addres-ed
to the above will still reach me, Mail going to the Nampa address

no longer doees snd it is doubtful whether mail 2ddressed to Kellogg
will reach me after July lst, So use this Payette address until

you hear 2 newer one, :

(Not th~t that notice will do any good, There are some fan editors
who stubbornly refuse to tomper with meiling 1i<t entries no m~ttep
what the rrovocation, What was good enough for grandpa wes good
enough for them, Therefore no magazines m2iled to the Namps addrees
have been reviewed in this issue,)



LETTECR FROM LONDON

by Bill Morse

No doubt the examples quoted last time of excitement on TV my
have seemed a trifle tame to you all but the fact is that, for one
thing, we have nothing which could ranl level with your most famous
example in that direction. 1In addition, there is the official rul-
ing, agreed upon by leaderg of 2ll parties. that ithere chould be
no discussion of any subject likely to te debrnted in the House withe
in the following two weeks. f£f the BBC tricsi it they wculd bs liable
to lose their precious chartcr-.and the sames gozs for the coming
Commercial TV people, too, So, we Jjuzl cannot have i, muci as we'd
all love to watch a free~for-all betiween Bevan and his ceritics, Not
because the BBC are scared, bleas thcir hearts. but benause they
mustn't, They heve dgne their best with other subjects of controe
versy, such as the two sessions on price-fixing rings; a %alk on
what the dear old lady who gave it called "Scientific Humenism® (it
seemed to me like a rather woolly-headed 2theism); and a televised
enquiry into the growth of the color bar in the UK, And a nasty
little color ber it iz, too, :

Sorry about thoce comas, Vern, It is mogtly due to the fact
that I get hypnstised by a typewriter keyboard, though the fact of
. my job does hove some be=ring on it, Before my bunch put out any
report..on the jobs we do, the outline is sent to me for editing in
order thnt ho Ministe?, Senior RATF Officer or-any odd civil servant
may micsunderst-nd in any way what we are saying, You'd be surprised
how useful the comna is, Ispecially when it is free,

As long as we are on the subject of typewriters and correspond-
ence, I nay as well moke it public that I have scrapred my entire
collection of fanmnish mail, with one exception, ané that has been
going for so long that I'd feel lost without it, Anyone who keeps
carbon conies of his letters to me may now meke any claims he likege-
I'11 just not believe it, Who the hell would keep carbon copies of
his private mril, 2nyhow, apart from an enterprising piece of golde
diggery? 4And =irely she would be more interested in s-ving the
.originals of those she received?

VLM rightl+ licsts "Wh2t Thin Partitions" as an e -ample of the
collaboration of Clifton 2nd Apostolidess; The little girl, Jenny,
iz one of Clifton's best studies, and he describes her and her
actions and reactions with the perfection and compassion of a man
who observec people carefully, The direct Jump to the request for
a2 "little boy poltergeist because I broke my little girl polter-
geist" is hordly likely to =tem from the same writer, There is no
grodual shift »t all, from the man who is likely to be haunted for
years by the tormented face of the little girl, to the man who has
gre=2t delight in seeing Army Brass taken in by his request for half
a dozen poltergeists, m2le, 4And I doubt .if even the highest of
Army Brass would fall for thet one, either, or that Clifton would
of his own accord have ended hies story on such a note of #£arce,

All the same, the AST serial, "They'd@ R~ther be Right", has
the usual ending--the one we nowadsys ex ect and tend to call High-
Minded Flannel, rather than an ending which might have been better
in detail, Tuckerte "7ild Talent" came to 2 reasonable ending and
go did Kornbluth's "Takeoff", Vhy is it that the idealist endings



to these stories never seem quite satisfactory? 1Is it because we

are juet too damned blare to accept the fact th-t People may ever

do 2 completely dicinterested act for the greater good 2nd no pere
sonal g2in? VWhen a man stands up and expresses his intention of
devoting his life entirely to the alleviation of otherst! troube
les and to living a good life, we automrtic~lly refer him to Billy
Graham, Not that Iir, Graham is in any vwey deserving of ridicule, but
we don't_fancy our<elves being listed 2¢ ordin=ry common or garden
Do-Goodere: 1it's a kind of in inesult, Feirly obviously, "They'd
Rather Be Right', like "Gunner Cade", was not a complete ctory be-
eause the ending took too much for granted, ' '

Perhaps the feeling of incompleteness comes from the fact that
the story ends with the Peepul being given the freedom of Bossy, on
the pretext that Bossy can do just zbout anything for the Peepul,
I'm not really convinced, th=t's all, desnite the fact that there
are more grounds than usual for believing that Bosey is 28 near as
dammit omnipotent; I still have the feeling of doubt,,.,just how
WOULD they act, after Bossy had done her stuff,

. - Contrast this with, for example, "Earth Abides", Admitted that
Stewart's is a vacstly different story, but the ending leaves one with
1ittle doubt as to the future of what we mmy rother pompously term
Mankind,,..it is going tc be exciting, The trend is set for us before
the book closes by showing us how the incredibly ancient Ish realizes,
in his lucid moments; that 211 the loving e~re and fussing he has
employed has put his little group on to the right lines for survival,
down the a2gesy There's no dcdging Stewart's point,

The purpose of 2 story-teller, after all, is to tell a story,
His s=tory should h~ve a beginning, a middle, and an end, though I
recall Kuttrer reversing the process, once, Stewart'e hae an end,
& satisfying exposition of what is to follow, The Clifton-Riley
serial ies more of a philosophical thesis, and when I read a philog-
ophic2l thesis, I like it to be brought to its ultimate conclusion,
Nonetheless, Riley makes a better job of collabor~tion than aid
Apostolides, because the story was happily devoid of those abrupt
changes of pace.

I must admit that STF is finding a reslly firm place in Brite
ish re2ding these days. '/hen the more reputable of the Sumlay
pepers nect only review it in their regular columms but even go to
the extent of injtiating 2 competition to find new talent then we
can really say that it has arrived. It is no longer a bastard cute
post of thriller-fiction, obtainable only at the shops which devote
most of their space to surgical goods and "rare books" and “art
Photogravky", 1ilay I be forgiven for suggesting that a large amount
of this new-found respectability can be traced to the arrival of
hard-cover Bradbury? True, whenever anyone hovering on the brink
of "Discovering" stf for him-elf writes to any of the litérary
magezines mentioning Ray as being an example, he gets heavily jumm d
on by another reader (the same one, usually) who goes to great
lengths to prove that not only does Bradbury not write anything ewen
approaching stf, but thot he cannot write at all, his plots have more
holes than a griddle, and that his influence on literature can only
be perverting, I oftéen wonder if e rhaps this guy's wife strangled
his own struggles at epace-opera by comparison with Ray? Whatever
haprens, Bradbury's booke are selling well, all over the country,



i

Ne mistake about it, gt€ as it stands today is an all-American
produce®, and it is changing the reading tastes of this country slowly
but surely, Changing the styles of the writers, too, Since they
have to keep the US market inmind these days, they have to trim thelr
stories to 2 much greater extent then formerly and cut out the trips
down the backstreets, All you have to do is reed GALAXY in the after-
noon and SCICNCE FANTASY in the evening and you will see the great
difference there still 1= between the two stylers, The American
author is almost as far ahead of the Briton as the Briton is ahead
of, say, the Briton of fifty years ago,

Sure, there are lcIntosh, Wyndham, the Clarke's and Russel, but
they have learned to adjust their styles to suit the greatcer audience,
and we over herc arc grateful to them, evcn whilc we admit thc fact
that it is only for financial reasgons they have donc 1it,

This country sceme to be modifying an immense nunbcr of idcas
and manners under thc influence of the grcat nurbers of US troops
now morc or lecse rceident, Most of it is long overdue, anyway, but
ncedcd just the oxtra impetue which the GI has given to corry it into
cffcoty The pecoplc, where therc arc Yanks, arc morc dircet and fricnd=
1y in their monncr than is usual, very oftcn morc polite, and ccrtain-
1y morc hclpful, Onc night almost thing that thc Good Ncighbor poliecy
has bcen rctranslated back down to being a good ncighbor, A point
which may or may not bc ninor (it depcnds on which way you look at it)
is the fact that a girl out with a GI is dcad surc to have her stocke
ing scame ctraighty 4s I gaid, it depends on which way you look at
it, and I think it is an admirablc changc,

We also have cokes, bascball, packaged and sliced bread, crew-
cuts, and "Britain'es favorite Amcricanestyte tailor," Ever rcnd a
speoimen of the English gutter-press? Worse than anything ever pro-
duced in NY, though we have, as yet, no BRE Weetbrook Peglers 4nd,
while on thc subject of the press, I oftcn note how onec or two dailies
print excerpts,; verbatinm, from TIME without any sort of acknowledge-
nent,

There are, of cource, two mrjor toples for discussion over here,
other than the Hebomb, I'll avoid one of them, since I night othecre
wise say something I shouldn't, But. our iLneurin Bevan seens to have
first dug a trap, then fallen into it himselfy flot on hics face, and
then to hove dr-agged cveryone else in hie perty in after hine This
i3 presun~bly on the old thesis that it is better to reign in hell
than to scrve in heaven, but shows a distressing l=ck of responsibile
ity in a nan of euch potential, It looks as if Sir /Lnthony could
hold an election at any tine in the rest of this ye~r, and fcel quite
confident of at lcast a sinilar najority, if not 2 bigger one ctill,
One thing is for surcs a change of Prine Minister will nean a lot of
changes in the list of Ministers, Butler will be nore than ever the
nan to wntch, with MacMillan close on his heels, Likewlze /Jnthony:
Nutting., On the whole, the average age of the Ministers will fall,
too, by anything up to fiftecen yemrs, I'd sny, It won!t FELL the
gamey, without the Old Pirate, though,s Hec's been there for so long,
and towered over them n2ll from such 2 great height, that they, too,
are liable to find the light a bit bright, and the wind strong, now
that the 01ld Man ig no longer there for a shclter,



Turning to the ovwosite corner, let 11¢ quote The Timcs. "The
deelining nerbership of the Corzumist P-rty, ~nd thc £~1ling =-~1les
of the Dnily Worker ars cousing o ncern ~% the pri= he~dquarters
in London," To be exnct, the circulation has T-ilen Fron « 04000
{sore ye~rs bnek} to ~bout 75,000 copice a dnay, counting -1l taree
editions ns being the onc paper. Discussions on the cn~nges to be
nnde in the hope of naking (if not a profit) less of a deficit, have
produced strong objections from the officisls of the trade-unions rost
eoncerned with printing, Can it be th-~t the working cloeces do not
trust their nost vociferous defenders? I think an amwer nay be .
provided In the fact that .ttlee recently, in a specch, pointed out
to the Conservative Porty that the Russian lenders my rnke a lot
of pronises, but can be trusted only to break then,

If any of you have ni~sed seeing the English cartoon filn
*Animal Farm", I suggeet you try to sec it before it finieches its
run in the US, It sticks to the storyy with nost comrendable fidelity,
with the exception of the ending, and of th~t I he~rtily approved,
It took the story just two steps farther than did Orwell, who fine
ished with an unutterable despair, I'n not a fanatic ato ut the
movies, seeing rmybe twelve new pictures a yenr, and the recviews of
this particulnr film were nixed, to geay the lenst, 2and I went to: see
it when I did because it so hapnemed that I vas near the theatre at
the e2rly showing, when cent prices are uniformly low, 5o I knew I'd
be lo=ing little if I went in, The only thing I have 2gainst the
pletures is that the charactcis are almost all stock drawirgs and
only a couple, Nepoleon and Squalier have zny visible difference,
physically, fron any other of their spzcles, It‘e a very little
quibble, isn't it? The picture itself is brighi, there are ample
touches to relieve *the all-pervading gloom, and there is no =lackene
ing of the pace of the developement of the stoxy, Whatmore could one
2sk? On the whole, I feel I had nmy roney's worth and a little more,

Coning in the opposite direction across the ..tlantic we have a
phenorienon named Bartha Kitt, I managed to hear one or two of her .
recordings before I left Canada, and wanted right away to hear more,
ifter some years of waiting we get the filx ~ "New Faces" over here,
which has nothing in the way of advance buill@~up, no major West-end
redease, yet the ceritics, to a man, gave it rve reviews, I went,
myself, to see what Eartha -Kitt looks like, and saw the show round
twice, although the rest of it was only soso, for the sake of indulge
ing in the company of a singer who has been described variously ag
having "all the attributes of a sex-starved cobra® and the “soft,
yet savage quality of a 1lynx modelled in beeswax", Pkek which you
like, Her singing is described as running "the garmt, from the puee
of gsatiety to humer's full-throated roar"., I've stopped trying to
analyse her, nmyscelf, Does a mouse stop to decide why it is frazen in
fts tracks on sight ofa Siamese cat or a wheep when it is .foced with
8 mountain lion? Not that I feel particulerly mouse-like in the
presence of Eartha Kitt(no sir}) but she cen stop re dead with a

gl&nce.

The other No 1 import fromst~teside, in my eyes, was Carmen
Joner, I'm not fonéd of musicals, see maybe one in ten yenrs=, but
this was told to me a¢ being a rmst, s0 I waw it, Took a gorgeous
vieee of frip-ery with ne, who is a ecase-hardened opera-addict, and
she was all but converted to the revised version, I thought it wag



pretty damed good, myself, The originsl words, transloted direetly

into Inglish sound emascul~ted after seeing that film, The contimie
ity had one or two r-ther patechy spots, but if you balance the rough
spote againet the gencr~l quality and life of the thing the adeptaw
tion wins hands down over the original,

Now that British Railways sre intent on ser-prning 211 their gteam
locomotives for die~els and the electric traction, one of my other
pleagures is coming to 2n end, TFor gener~tions the o0ld steam engine
has had an irresistible glemour for Englishment, though we have
alweys admitted that the presence of engine sheds within a2 mile of

- Picoadilly has had a strong part in the formation of the pall of

smoke which has hung over London for so long, It will be hard to
think of the Night Ferry from Victoriz to Paris as being drawn by

e diesel, ~fter h-ving watched and heard a Bulleid Pacific stormim
up the Grosvenor Banking regularly with the lo2d of sleeping care;.

I believe you had a similar revolution over there some yerre agoy

g0 some of you m2y underst nnd and sympathice, especially those tho
live in the vicinity of the Norfolk anad 'Jestern, which has not yet
completed the cirangeover to the new power, .. diesel or electrie
engine is a dull looking thing, which has to be pninted in garish
colors to hide the frct of ite e-~sential monotony, whereas a sterm
locomotive always appears to be nlive, =2nd pulsating with energy,
a fine and enthralling sight, when giving of its best, Unfortunately,
it is only about eight percent efficient, thcrmnlly; the electrie
loco, 2bout twenty percent,; and the diesel about twenty five percent
efficient, So the 0ld ste~merhas to go, I hear there im tolk of an
atomie¢ railroad engine over your side, Thr~t will be worth seeing,

Roll on the st-rt of the brseball, Without .1llie Reynolds, but
Roll on, for all that, I wonder if the .merican Le~ngue will have
learned its lesson lact ye~r and be able to h~ve the Yankees represent
it _in the World Series? One can but hopeg=----IIORSE,
You mean you're the only woman who ever undérstood him TOO?
= : ~ ~= Stolen from IEMIZINE

FORCVRIMLELF . TOE BECYSS s LEew, Suedlby Su ke eul 0L Ul Ja0Eudl Jha ;
“-®m ®= = == S & v e me = @« =+ = <by Richard K, Verdsn

/n article umnl er the above byline appe=ared back in November of
1954 in Bob Silverberg's amateur public-tion, SP.CESHID, It appears
to have caused 2 certain amount of weiling, hair-tesaring and taboring
at the bosoms among divers people who 2ppear to h~ve re~d it, or ad
least, scanned through i,

; Interested parties hove brought these comments to the bvliner'sg
attention and some sort of rejoinder seems to be indieated, The
original piece seemed innocuoue enough, being written with gnnocuoge
ity as one of ity objectives. It reviewed three novels: "Player
Piano", "Space lierchants" and "Limbo", vproising the efforts of the
respective authors and commenting enthusgi~stically on the fact that
all were issued by major publiehers. : :

T e sole major criticism (to which most of the umbrage seems to
have been taken) wne directed &t the tendency toward nme~-dropping;
vizy, the exposition of » future eivilization in suech a2 faghion that



the reader ie le? to believe it is merely a convenient backdrep for
cavoriing © . of the hero with the Tc*) Brags of his era,

It waeg just the kind of article a fanzine editor is likely to
print vhen he tempora:ily runs out of enough interlinentions, Little
Willie poems and Thoresu-quotes to fill his poges, &8 guch, in all
modesty, the byliner thought the article served its purpose,

It was duly noted that the tendency toward none-dropping crops
out not only in these three tooksbut in the mejority of "fiture
civilization" novels. .z such, the articis contended, it servesto
destroy the illusion of reality for the ~ver~ge reader.

4 general critique of the idea, ez it sp-e~rs throughéut current
gcience fiction offerings r-ther in thece three books, was offered,
But the gener~l tonc of the ~rticle wasn't intended to be uncduly
harsh, 1’0o advocrtion was offered to the effeet that it should beeome
verboten to write -~bout protrgonists whose worldly position was higher
than thot of 2 junior foreman in = flowerpot factory ,

Of the different re~ctions to this article which were passed on,
the one l-rgely responcihle for the wecent effusion was that authge
oressed by Phyllis II, Lconomou, Miss (Mrs,?) Economou seems almost
to have t~ken person=1 2ffront 2t the idez of dwelling upon the doims
of nonehtities in her science fiction.

She l-~bors under a mis=apprehension which should be hastily core
rected, Richard X, Verdan is not Bob Silverberg, The converse is
equally true, Since this is:.tent:-tively scheduled for publication by
Idaho' s foremest science~fictionist. it might be well to affirm that
RKV and VLilcC ere diverse ~nd non-ccngrueni entities, So much for that,

Her second; 2nd much more (as they say in Vatican City, ornithol-
ogical and baseball-playing d rcles) cardinal error liee in her bee
lief that this byliner wag "Dictating what an author should have
written =2bout, from the standpoint of your own personal tnstes and
prejJudices," She aligns the criticism with a Yreverse sort of smobe
bism" which consists of "deifying Joe Blow and deriding the man of
aocomplishment," :

By way of refutation, let's refer back to the article in question
in which a discussion of the Key~Figure obsession is followed by this
st>tement: ;

"It is certainly not aeriminal offense, but to some extent
it is a liter~ry offense in these particular instonces -- because
in e~ch case the writer is promising the reader, in effect, "Qome
with ne and I'11l show you how the world of the future will be,
how it operates, what it does to people," In "1984" Orwell did
Just th~t, But in these efforts, the author!e discri:-instive
crsting arbitrarily limits the reader to glimpses of Important
Officials Guiding Destiny and Revealing Their Philosophy, The
heroes and their peers seem just 2 bit l-rger than life-sized
as a result,

".ind that's the point, Theauthors do, by every conceive-
able inference, 2nd by their choice of subject-matter and vehioe
ley, pretend or presime to be presenting and obdective, overall
picture of 2 possible future, The jac'et blurb3 of 211 three



of the hooks, and of mony more, ~t~te =s much, The ™oolg

., themselves =re suppo~edly “"eoci-1 entire', :nd yet none of
these writers seem able to project the sctusl feel of life
in such ~ futures inete~d they rely upon the old plmrick of
a Iero ~ttermting Nevdlt while =t the soame time hobnobbing
with the Wicked Tulers,"

Your byliner submite that thie ie not alw2ye necess~ry or decire
ablegesthat it ie the easy woy out, Your Hylinersuhmits that 2 novel
such ae "The Long Loud Silence" artistic-lly conveys the re=lity of
what life might be 1like in an imaginary future without 2 =ingle stond-
ard plot-gimvick or & formula whereby = Tero Seec The Lisht and
Determines to Overthrow Tyrr-ny,

Of cour~c, if the aver~ge reader of ccience fiction ie just an
esc2pist (a =t-terent the aver~ge resderof science fiction is Dt
to vociferously deny) then he will be completely s~tisfied with the
usual run-of-the-mill "future civilization" novel in which the Hero
Meets (or is) the Ruling Class, ! o

In much the s~me way, the avernge movie-goer is s~ti-fied when
Jeff Chandler, s an obscure Roman officer in an outpost, suddenly
become= Capt=in of the Guards for the Emporer's ei-ter »nd e for no .
legitimate re~son =- is the indirect cause of the downf=211 of ..ttila
the Hun, »

Such movie=-goers e¢=n perh-ns attend "Sign of the Pag-n" and come
aw~y with the comforting notion thet they now underst-nd whet life was
like in the last d2ys of the Roman Empire, and tat they now lnow somee
T ing about life in the ren¥%s of the Barbari-n Hordes,

Readeres of this ilX% e¢~n derive the same articfoetion from the
aver-ge ecience fiction novel, too,

But "Sign of the Pagon" is histoy , and the Big N2me Plot is
Dot honest gatire or hone~t propheoy, Hollywood makes only the most
perfunctory retence th-~t it is beine "hiestorical", and hence decerves
less eriticiem, It ie this bvliner's oninion that most science fice
tion writers do merke a good de-"l of noise concerning the "objective
significance" of their e~tiriecol concents, It i= for this reason that
they e2n be t-ken to t-ck,

~gain, it rurt be reiterated that in the c~-e of "Player Piano",
"Limbo", ~nd "The Sprce l'erch nte", =n entert~ining and mature job
WAg Conessedut it remains to be ceen whet-er or not = much more cone
vineing 2nd v~olu=hle nriece of work might h-ve been cre=ted »y utilize
ing a different plot=-fr-mework for the concents,

igain, as the article st~ted, "I believe this to be the reason
th>t the bools failed to grip the imrgin~tion of the gener-l Tublicy"

{nd thot is the sol reason for criticiem, 'hen science fiction
can boast of such -hle repre-ent-tives as Pohl, Kornhluth, Tolfe, and
Vonnegut, it ceems a ehare that they -- ~nd eonzeqrentl y, the genry e«
do not receive deserved neclaim, Jut gomehow, the encounters of the
Hero with Top=Level I'smes just ien't convincing,



Particularly when the Top-Level NWames are, of nece-sity, fictione
~l cre=tions, ;

Here is wvhere Thyllis, save the mark, goes Fhilietine, She
wonts to "eatch fire from Columbus, l'agellsn, Henry Ford, and the
Man who Sold the lioon," :

4L writer who deals with a mown historie~l figure always starts

- with an initial adv-nt-ge. It is always poszible to invest such a
figure with the usual Anpurtenances of glamor and legend and "accept*
him 28 a symbol, iIven though that figure in actuality may be a rather
- shabby one, the reader is willing to indulge in Coleridge's "temporary
- suspension of diebelief" and t2ke on a fictional portrait of 2 Great

- Man, He know that, even if the guy h2s a2 beard, that won't interfere
when the time comees for Tyrone Powerto t2ke over the role in the movie
version, :

: 4L fictional portrait of Columbus ¢»n therefore be altogether dif=-
ferent than that of the Columbus depicted in s=uch a scholarly and obe
Jective biographv as "idmiral of the Ocean Sea," But, I submit, the
gchoolbook Columbus etriking a heroie pose to defy the mutineers isx
& mich less convincing picture than the real Colurmbus -- and if you
truly want to lmow something abb ut what e wes like in 15th-century
Spain or the e~rly days of transatlantic exvdorers you have to consid-~
er a lot more than what went on in the minds of Isabella =nd Chris,

It is -easy to be mieled by the "simplified history" of the Farson
Weems school and the "historic2l novele" derived from the same pattern
of -thought, Brt I assure you, you'll get a lot clo=er to the Civil
War by reading 2 novel sueh nas Lvelyn Scott's "The Wave® than in any
one of a hundred confections where the hero is riggéd into a rost as
{brah~m Lincoln's dashing young hodyguard and Just misces foiling b e
assassination-plot, In the s=ame w2y, you'll get a feeling from reade
ing "Reveille in '/ashington" which you'll never obt~in from 2 highe
school text on The ar Between the St tesg

It finally comes down to this: if phe quality you seek in a nowvel
2 that it must serve as 2 sort of ready-to~wear daydream, with a proe
tagonist whose eyes you elip behind to revel in exzagger-ted grandeur
with him, then you =2re apt to prefer thesort of plot which may be
roughly outlined as follows, This appe~re to be the basic prototype
of the science fiction novel in the Yeg®zr of Our Lord, 1955,

TFiret of 211, it muet be remenberes - that the novel will be
read mcinly by middle-class ..mericons orientated to the =t-tus quo
of middle-class .merico in 1955 and a few years to followy Very
rich and very poor /mericans have other things to do becides the
digesting of =cience fiction, ;

Thies means that the desired norm to which the hero mucet restore
things will conform to the mores and customs of middle-class 4Lmerieca
in 1955, In order to have gomething to work with, you must poe tulate
a culture which wee«the byliner and the re~rder--would find utterly
intolexr2able in the light of our personal tastea and experience, €.8es
the robot-manned factories and vast throngs of disyl~ced workers of
"Player Piano" or the down-trodden con-umer=-class of "The Space Mere
chants" or Deron Knight's "Hell's Tavement",



Havi ng arrived at 2 state of affairs that Must Be ..ltered, you
must shape your protagoni=st in such a wise th=t his atavicstic in-
stincts ?herking ever b~ck to the bend emark of lMC.L in 1955, but no
further =-- you'll hzave no readers in middle-clascs .rerica of 1906
or upver-cruct Johanneshurg of 1936) will m~ke him pine for the st2tus
quo of the reader's viewoint, It is unthinXkable that the hero's
eyesg, which serve a= 2 peephole to the future :.° for the reader,

‘might not see eye to eve with the eye .of the rencer,

Now that we've pin-pointed  the mececsrry trmestes of the hem,
keepinz clearly in mind -th~t if he were s~tisfied with the status
quo we couldn't concider him ~s a hero but would h=ve to =elect 2nother
in his ~tead, let us conecider a few other necerssary qualific~tions he
pmust have, ige m~t be between, say, about 20 and 35 becauce most of
your re2ders f2ll in that braclet and we must, above 2ll things, maine
tain th~t e~se of identification., Sex must be m2le becauge, 21though
many contemporary novelists have had success with female protagoniste,
-4t is sim"ly not de rigeuer to brild science fiction novels around a
heraineq ., the majiority of science fiction readers continue to be males,
ergos: the feminine afficionados muet perforce accept a temporary on-
vercion for the tale's dur~tion,

. - Summing up to this point, we h~ve (1,) a mildeu intolerable to our
hypothetical reader and (2,) a youthfil hero, clear-eved =nd personable
ose inclinations, either natrral or latent, will be to change that

milgeu to one more to the here's liking.

For credibility'e gake, we'll start him off tacitly approvéng
the intolerable state of affairs, VWhat incentive con we dre=mm up to
set his feet on the prover »oth,,.money? Mercy no ~- how cragsgl
Bureka! -~ we!ll have him do it for Love of the Girl of His Dreoms,
She will be 'in some sort of imposeible position and, if things were
under the 1MC../1955 cetuv, che'd be 211 right,

" - 80 == moving quickly now, for it's best if we can keep it down
to 25¢ or not over 35¢ -~ copy -- the Clean-cut Hero and Clear=eyed
Lase pace through the process of Overthrowing Tyranny..e.a process
which has grown almost 25 formalized 2s the steps of the minuet,

They f211 in with The Underground =-- usually supylied ready=
cut to save p~ges -- and, once there, their manifest worth ig
immediately apparent,.,in fact, it agpeﬂrs that it was 211 the
Undergrounders were weiting for,..and they rng%dly gsoar rirht on
up there to posts second only to the Le~ders emselves, U=ually
they don't become the leaders but they ~re right there watching
when 211 the tense =2ction t~ke-~ place,

So..there's your plot, Fill it in and you, too, c2n appear in
paperbound editions, Dozens of ~uthors h-~ve and dozens more will
in the future; It metters not th~t millions of people comprising
the popuistion-=2t-3arge m~y be reasonz2dbly contented with their lot,
lffter the revolution-routine, they will 211 give a sigh of relief
and revert back to good o0ld middle-clas= ‘merica, ye2r of 1955,

Qkay, summed up b2ldly like that, it sounds pretty d-mned silly,
doesn't 1t?. Would you find anything credible in » story written

about 1770 vhich dealt with an a ate ¢iv
e Hero Who Sees the L¥ght, by a3§8¥¥qv%tf&Xf1%€?§3°2v8§y ?gg ggﬁin

to status quo of middle-class Boston, ecirca 1770? Doggone right you
wouldn't, ((lMaybe it might not be credible, but it sounds like it
would make one helluvan amusing science-fiction story, -= Velem,))



That epre=rs ts de one of the main differences between contem
po#»2ry scicnee fietion and eontemporary m2instream novels, The muRe
dane novel, u~ually =t least depicts = protagonist at the mercy of
his ‘'enviromment,,.being sh-ped by it, resisting ik, being crusbhed
by it, adapting to it but almost never signific-ntly changing the
overall form of it, ' :

Science fiction, in the majority of cases -- or so it seems to
the byliner -- dwells on the protagonist who, by means more imprese
sive than credible, shapes his envi ronment to suvit his (2nd his
reader's) tastes with cold disvegard for the desires of his millions
of fellow-humans, It m~tters not that they =re happy Wi th things as
they are, No, they must hurl the dict~tor from his cruel throne and
uproot the lives of millione to keep humanit— for all time to come .
at preeisely the same point it has reached at the d=te of writing,
One getp the imprcesion that a hero who doesn't violently re-arrange
his world isn't really worth doing more than a 3000-word story about,

It's 211 very wecll to pine for seience fiction about the Colum-
dus's, lirgellans, Henry Fords and D, D, Harrimans, Phyllis, But ==
and here is the very crux of the bylincr's contention -- how many
eontemporary ~cicnee fiction writers e¢°n turn out a convineing Key
Figure? TFor every D, D, Harriman, convineingly vortrayed, we are
eonfronted with a b~ttalion of Kcy Figures who culd scarcely convince
& thoughtful 12-year old,

It is this essy acceneion to power thet sticke in the throst of
your byliner, The ro~d to the top is a gsntlet, to be run between two
ronks of others with the same objective ih mind, Your aver~ge af hero
is so steeped in and preoccupied with the basic precepts of fair play
and cle2n living that, in re~l 1life, he'd have trouble getting amd
keeping a poest as office. boy,

It 15 fat4lily easy for the writer of ceience fiction, at a loss
es to how to command the ~ttention of hie readers, to say in effect.,
*You'll he entkislled by this hero for he is %ﬁg st important me
in hig world:" Better a2 <kctch of the king, ey feel, than a2 Kars
portrait of the court jester, 3By giving the hero enough importance,
they are relieved of the neceseity of doing anything else to make

him interesting,

. You may well ~rgue that it is not germmne to the issue =t hand
to equate science fiction in terms of mundone liter=ture of the past
and precent, However, .in crse you have forgotten, this discu=sion
started out to explore the question of whv the be=t of our contem~
por-ry science fiction doesn't sell better than it does,

Let us consider briefly the mum ane works which have and still
do sell well, The predominant majority of them, it meemes to the bye
liner, are not build® around significant peorle, Interesting peovple,
eerzainlz, but shapers of the world's destiny they are not, for the
most p rt, ‘ :

Scarlett O'Hara, in a science fietion novel, would have invented
a dieintegrotor and won the war -- e ingle-handed, if neces-cary,
Oliver Twist would have orgonized = conspirmey to take over the
orphanage,,oand if he'd been in a space-opcra, he'd have m=de 1¢, too,



Tom Sawyer would h~ve been the precident's -on, or at le~st
the =on of Missouri's governor, »nd he would h=ve dic=covered
uranium in that ocave in-tead of mere gold ~nd would h-ve intro=-
duced atomic power 2nd woman's suffrage years azhead of his time,
He would h=ve accomplished 211 this just in the nick of time so
ae to save Becky Thatcher from » fate worce than de~th =t the hamis
of Injun Joe who would have been the country's foremo=t manufacturer
of steam-engines, prep~red to go to any length to zeep Tom from
ruining him with chean atomic power, Tom and Becky would, of ource,
be around 20 to 25 years old in any right-thinking sf norel,

‘Huck Tinn, on the other hand, wouldn't have been content to tag
along with a» pair of mountebank -~ctors, Ne'd have invented the
motioh~picture comera years abead of Iadward lMuybridge and, rather
than just trying to help Jim, he would h~ve mirsculously becone John
Brown's licutcndnt and right-hand man, ~bolishing slavery altogethar,
The liet rould go on forever, : ' '

But Mark Twain did write one book dealing with a men of etature
who quickly got in with the Top Brass, "4 Comnecticut Yanlee in King
Arthur's Court”. JIronieally enough, this ie about the only one of
Twain's works usually classed 2& science fiction, You just c°n't
buck the systom. It seem= probsble that The 3055, while a2 literary
figure of undoubted stature, is nevertheless overshadowed by Tom
Sawyer =nd Huck Finn, neither of whom ever got to be on terms of
first-neme intimacy with kings and presidents,

Phyllis aske, "where is the old fire, the challenge, the sufe
fering ~nd the living? Where is the glory?" .nd she nartially
answers her own g estion before ~sking it by s~yirc that the life
of the “aver~ge men" cont~ine little to excite, incrire or even
abhor,

Now comparing Big Name historieal novels of the remote past
with Big Name science fiction novels of the far future is perhaps
a ' rather arbitroy matter at besty none of us know the future and.
Phyllis, to sive her every benefit of poseible doubt, was probably
not alive at the time of the Civil Var,

4 much easier way of testing the thesis that re-lly worthwhile
works de~1 with the most important people would be to examine the
works dealing with our own times -- the days of the Deprescion and
of Vorld Var 1I, :

Who has written a convincing novel about the Depression which
centred around big nomes?

Who hae done the same job for Jorld War II, an era in which
propagandas was sc~ttering Big NMames srourd with the same easy
facility as its instigatore scettered money and human lives?

g€ the life of the “aver~ge m2n" re-1lly contzin so little
to excite, inspire, or even 2bhor? Re2d "The Gropes of Wr-th"
and then determine whether or not dhis picture of the Dust Bowl
Tragedy would h=ave been improved if it had been written 2bout the
efforts of the Sccretary of ‘griculture to relocate Okies, aided
by & a d2shing young hero who digouscé&s National Lconomics witg
him and ie then kidnapped by the villainous fruit-ranchers), dise



S

g@uivzes himself as an Okie, and confronts the wicked overseers: ending
uptby winning the girl and building rovernment carmps with clesn tol-
le Se s . :

Which gives you n better picture of World War II - "The I'aked
and the Dead" or Upton Sincl~ir's ®Lanny Dudd! series? Ve get a
Gener2l in "The Naked and the De=d", but we also ret a lot of dog=
facer; good, bad =nd indifferent, I believe that "The Maked and the
Dead" o ntaine plethity of *fire® and ®*challenge" and: Ysuffering" and

Il izmsll o

On the other hand we have Lanny Budd, interpreting the late
thirties and e2rly fortiee in typicrl science fiction novel fashionyg .
Budd is the intimate confidante of Roosevelt; he is constantly playing
footsge with Hitler, Churchill, Stalin and = variety of fascinating
femmes, ind anyone re=ding h&s "series" of "adventuree! will com
away with 2bout 2~z much of a fceling of reslity or underestanding of
the times as the geience fiction reader gets from similar m-terial
projected in terms of future-civilization novels,

It is not 2 cace of "glopifying" the eommon man, But neither is
it a c2se of putting some fancy underwear on Clark Kent =nd watching
him lesp t~1l1 aildings ot a single bound,..pretendins a1l the while
that Clark Kent-alias-Superman is either 2z "typical young newspapere
men" or the only kind of newspaperman worth writing atout, .n acoount
of Superman's adventures and his noble motives is not going to afford
& v2lid and realistic pic ture of the culture againcst vh ich he moves,

It's 2 moot point whether anyone's opinions will have been
altered by the re~ding of this article, FPerhaps the byliner hag
laid undue stress upon the point th~t =cience fiction should lexwve
the reader with some impression, however v2gue, of what 1t would
be like if he (the reader) were living in the time of the story,
A beautiful opening is left for the oprosition to snort that they
like stories about people, not things or idezs, It well may be that
the byliner is unduly censitive to tales written by college sophoe
mores about Galactic Co-ordinators who ~re nathetically and unmigtake
ably Gal~actic Co~ordin=2tors out of = college play as played by college
sophomoret,

4 Ralactic Co=-or~inator, rortrayed with f2ir credibility, makes a
fascinating and memorable charseter -- that mch is freely granted,
But a steady diet of GC's and personable young revolutionists can be
damnably dull.,.particularly when their creators (as Kimball Kinnison
might =a;7) haven't the Jets to swing it,

Credibility -~ in the final analysie; that's the keynote, Give -
ue storiec we can believe in and we will enjoy them, The .merican
book-buying rublic will believe and back their faith with bright green
dollars, boocting secience fiction to the position of respectability
for which so many voices have cried, ind, if it e¢arries sufficient
power 2nd conviction, even though it concerns a Blind Singer of the
Spaceways instead of a men who savegs the Universe, it will =ell., Even
Phyllis Economou may enjoy it, =

3 iz for the observation by one Redd Bogge that he js Y“so sick éf
reading of the trivial ineidents in the lives of insign;ficant people,®



how dees he reconeile thies ecomplaint with his prssion for Thoreau's
"\/alden", =n sccount of the less-than-world-shaking doings of a2 mn
whoese neme would be la~t to hietory h~d he not written the book
whieh Boggs profem=zes to enjoy?

Given the ®oice of two cea-capt2ins, which would Boggs prefer:
Captein Lhab or Hor-tion Hornblower? The b tter domin-tes his
entire weary sags, The cursory reader (and moet Hornblower readers
are cursory re~ders) is hard-put to name a sirgle other member of
the supporting cast, 1

But "Moby Dick" is 2s much Ishmael's book ae¢ it is Captain
Ahab's, Ishmael is not 21l1. chumsy-buddy with ihab yet his Captain
etierges with vaetly gres~ter stature from the ~outside view, 1Is the
pedagogue-gone-to-ses, Ishmel, one of the "insifnificant people*
who "trivial incidents" bedeck the Boggsian features with boredom?
Doubtful, - :

Boes Boggs feel that "lysses® would take on greater st-ture
if it hac¢ conrarned 24 hours in the life of, say, Eamon de Valerz
instead of Foldy Bloom? T

Or will l1ie concede that there is room beside Hamlet for Sir
John Fal~taff: that science fiction van now and then concern itself
with the Tom Sawyers as well as the Hank lorgans? In the hamls of a
really skilled writer, even the Queequegs c=n be interesting,

== Richard X, Verdan

L can remembcr when 'Monroe' meant Vaughn,

REATER'S INDIGESTION

WRAI BALL/ARD=-~Blanchard, i7,D,

Agree with you on the ucé of fannish names in the Tucker novels,
If he stops the proactice, it will remove some of the enjoyment
received vihen hitting them, They never bothered me when I was
reading the story i'or I never have to hold onto a story with sueh
grim determination, thnt I'm eagily distracted, or bothered by any

distrections, Life may be earnest and real, but those books are for

entert~rinment ‘and not any test of one sided one track thinking,
ROBERT BLOCH«Veyauwega, fig,

So I walked into the f ront room with my copy of REVIZY ;£12 and
slapped it down in front of my wife and daughter,

YRead what McCin says here," I commanded, "Bloch is the. only
true Ghod," o T

Instantly both of them were down on their knees, 1 started to

smile with gratification until I re-lized they were kicking me

{n the shins, The dog, s=ensing ite oprortunity, ran up and big¢
me in the ankle,

You and your religious fervor}

P



The truth of the matter ie, Vernon, th~t the only Ghods who endure
are b~chelors, Cf, Jehova, Buddha, and 4llzh, lierried Ghods, like
Zeus, soon toprle from their thrones, -4

Hovever, while I was toping up my ankles, I did read the rest of the
issue and liked what I saw,,e2lthough I wineced when you referred to
my fanzine effortcs, Iot beceuse of false modecty, but just out of
apprehension, to say nothing of sere ankles, It's alwrys bad to be
vegged th-t ways very few neople e2n maintoin a concistent standerd
of output and I'm certainly not one of :them, nd the next time
somebody reads 2 perticul~rly cruddy offering of mine in a f-nzine
they 2re going to be mad, Uliot at you, but at me, Either thaty op
they'll claim it was written by Francis Bacong I've had that
trouble before,

REDD 30GGS-~Minneapolis, liinn,

I particulerly disagree with the estimate of Terry Carrt!s Face
Critturs, I agree mf that 9 paces of them was 8 pages too many,
but I think the Critturs themselves are pretty clever and often
show 2an incigive insight into humesn n-ture, Z“rtistically they :
aren't too much, but certzinly equal ShelV¥y's puffins ((disagree}}s
Veloem,)) 2nd Wells! whateverhecallsthem, .

Yours ‘and Morce's enthusiasm for "Thé& Cold Equations" amazes meq
Agreed, it was a good ctory, and I liked it too, But I can't under=
stand voting it one of the best stories of the year or comparing it
with 3turgeon, It was proovsbly the best =tory of that particular
issue, 2nd the humen interest was 2 great contrzst to the technole
ogical int erest to the =average &SF ~toxrv, bvt beyond th=t I cannot
80 e

Morce's commente on Pogo were interesting, though it must be three
years since I saw an episode of the comic strip, The sunday paper
carried Pogo for a while but dropped it when one of those publie
opinion surveys I mentioned "proved" that few people read ity I
haven't. seen Togo since, I really don't miss it too mucheeesa

I trust thet if Review i¢ folding, you retain Morse as colummist
for your f2pazine, He'c good enough to write Letter frog London
for The New Yorker, ((Thatt!s the present plan, This letter column
may be partially transferred, too, v.l.m.F)

SGT J./4 CARR-~-c/0 R..7® Sgt's les~ = lirida Camp « MELF 17 « ¢/0
GPE, Ingland, :

I was surprised to see you had nrinted Bentcliffe's account of his
actions a2t the Con, I waen't there myself, but I have seen this
game thing mentioned time ~fter time both in letterc and fanzinesy
It almost looks as though the boy has a2 one trock mind - but very,
Or maybs turning the taps on in a hotel is a tremendously finmny
trufannish mloy ench that I =« in my ignorance - e~nnot see?

((Scury, Toan, but I have yet to see that vparticular incident
recounted anywhere outeide REVIEY, VWasn't aware I was printing
any umptseuth rehayh. However, itc inclusion was on 2 revertorial
basis only; not necessarily an endorsement, For Bloch's scoke,
girl, can .you pictur:c the results if I had to supply mor=l support
for every view exvressed in thiis letter solumn?))vel.ms _ -

]



RON IFILLIXeeLong Beach, Calif,

As ydu'must have expected, here is the official reply from the
staff or FAl'tastic Story }Mag concerning the reprinting of GUAMNDRY,
We hope it eatisfiéd Hre Horris, ; .

No, I°m not trying to be sarcastic or sercon. Ii'c jus: ihat zmn .
9fficial report is the best thin I could think% oi to answer Chucke

You see, it 211 started this-a~wayeses April 12th, vhou I »efurned
home from a NAPA meeting, I found the day’'s mail we.ting Fo. nn.
While shoveling a belated dinner down my throat, I pcrused one of
Shelby Vick!s "lazy letters®,

Sez Shelby, %I would like to become your ass't editor#, Further,
8It've got a new policy to suggest 8, Further yet 8thy don't we
reprint WALNDY firet of all?d _ =

Now, reg=rdlesc of what some fen will say, I very seldom have ever
reprinted anyihing without permission,. if such permission was availe
able, Obvioucly, since Lee was still in F/PA, she was still in fane
dom to some extents so without any hesitation I gat down and wrote

- her a letter, : \ )

In this letter I explained that Shelby and I wanted to reprint from
QANDRY., I explained that while Shelby: knew quite a2 bit sbout it,
I was totally in the doarkeeI cam: inte actifandom just as QUANIRY
went out, T have ceen 2 few jccues at Balint's, hot out of the
mailbox, but have never rcad any,

*I expected, of ccur~e, the legendary Hoffmar good humor and conde-
soending sid to “he neo~fen, Well, I got the good humor, all right,
Ald tnslr were none, It seems tn2t Leeh's collection of (WANDRY, of
all thiags, was not avail~ble, From what I 'ave gathered, Chuck
Wells hes it. Leeh obviously did not see her way clear to seratch
back into her memory for information which ‘I might have used to make
a reaily good 771 cut of that ona, -

Then, all of a cudden, I couldn't get a dammed word out of Vick, He
‘was ae incommun as any cado that's ever lived, All summer, from
March till late July; ‘I'didn?t heer a thing from him, The issue
came out in Tulye, The middle of July, That issue was put out
completely b:- the author of this letter, not by "the assistont

editor whose n=me appeared on the contents page,

This might appear to be 2 "blast" at Leeh and ShelVy, It 1o g PO
Stating the facts, I have wound myself completely around coincidenege-
‘that's things how they happened, not how I twisted them,
Shel¥y 1is still my as<'t ed, As far a2s I lnow, he's helping to put
out my Annish (even though, due to me this time, it's six months
late), . He's already sent me 2 four-colored mimeod cover, Terrifig,

Leeh and I have traded no more letters, That doesn't bother me—=
she's far too far ahout me for it too bother me, ((Huh?i} vele.m.))
BNF's and I don't mix; never have, : '



Relations between neoe 2nd BNFs are constantly etrained, as you
can see by the preceeding, Ve don't understand BliF's motives, and
they laugh 2t ourse Th-t 19 to 87y.eeto ug.: they seem to Dbe laugh=
ing at us, I'm morally. cert~in that the aver~ge BXF doesn't get to
vhere he is by lzughing ~t people,. e :

Sure, he'gets there by being concsiderate, o o
Somebody shouléd write = book explaining Bi'I's to neos. Then I shall
write 2 book explaining neos to BI'TS, Once this ie done, fandam

will be twice as much fun a2s before-~the confusion will be even
gi‘eater °

"h-~t every young neo should know,"
"Neofandom Confidential,"

"Can't you just see courses in inter-fandom~nial rel=tionshipe
being taught at all higheschools throughout the nation? Gh=aa,

((And now, as a special bonus for all those fons who've yélled about
REVI 's covers,)) '
FHEQ_MALZEL--41_21 I‘onticello Road, Nepa County, Calif,

1 like, very much, the way "EVIEY is h-ndled, It gives the impresse
jon of 2 highly liter~te m-g=2zine, especi=lly with the cover whi ch,
I think, is stunning, ‘’ell, if not stunning, it hasc th=t" engraved,
expensive look, I think it would look even better if you left the

inside front cover blank, =né the outside back cover blank,

" ((vhich winds up the shortest letter column this m~g's had in guite
a while, TPlenty of commentes but most of them were too persona1l,
too confidenti2l, or too mund=ne for reproduction,

In concluiion, mey I say that the plcture of Bloch's womenfolk
down on bended knees and simvltaneously kicking him in the shins »
45 the most f~scinating since the mad doges kneed Ellison in the groin,),
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Gather ye rosebuds while it's May,
finsl installment - FANZINES AT MIDUIGHT fin€l installment
ANDROI EDA=mFPete Campbell, 60 Calgarth Rd, ‘/indermere, England

4 normal sized fanzine which =omehow leaves the impreesion behind
that it w-e terribly thin, DMNaybe MHecouse the current issue, which
is f2irly typicnal fe-tures a long article "Courese Computor= for
Sp~ceshive" which =pne~r- to be one of thoce det2iled @echnical
articles, It might be a humorous takeoff, I wouldn't mowe I
didntt get beyond the second rarsgrph, Then there'!s gonie fane
fiction which le~ves the letter column as the cole read=ble vortion
of the mrg- zine, :

All right, Boyd, I'm sorry,

I con't help it if I mislaid A BAS before I got ~round to typing
the review =ecbtion, can I? :

Anyvay, it's one of the tov half-dozen current magazines in cace
anyone becides Boggs and Carr were unaware of the fact,



I just found it}
A BAS--i!6, 25¢, Boyd Raeburn, 9 Glenvalley Drive, Toronto 9, Carn da,

4 scrumptious cover, lipesmacking "Derelicti Derogation® (#4), 2
reprint of the most controversi=l record album notes in history,
which do not merit 211 the fuss, even if their highly-ovérrated
suthor did put several things in print that most people don't ordie-
narily say in publie while sober, reprint of a souped-up fairy
tale from some hot rodders bible, a G, Steward columm, a very poor
satire on con reports (far infarior to the rest of the contents of
this mag),incredible (and slightly fishy sounding) memoirs bya..:
Richalex Kirs (the best thing in the fsgve) and record reviews

of modern sounds, Topped off with 2 »reiiy maracchiro letter columm,
You don't get it? Run, do not welk, 1> your nearcst meilhox,

CANFANe~March, William D, Grant, 11 Parton Road, Toronio 1.0, Ont,
This mog hae been laboring under the dieddvantage of dual editorship
for some time and vsually was as dull as its (more or less) sister
mag, A BAS, was fascla~iing, But Sieward has struck out on his own
and with only one editor C.NFAN is highly improved and shows signs

of a real editor al policy for the first time since Be=k Taylor, _
Best item is a Dean Grennell puncturing of the UNKNOWN myth. 'Twontt
work, Deen, Wit» the exception of two iseues I did all my UNKNOWN
reading just four years ago and while therec weré a few bum tales in
the early idsucs it etill mad~ all the curreni competition look pretty
lacklustre,

ECLIPSE~~ 2y Thomperon, 410 South 4th 3t, Norfolk, Nebr,

Little relation to the old mag of that name, Re-1lly a retitled
BIBBILTY, I:"ormal and should be worth while eonee Thompson's
{mproving mimec2rarhy becomes readill reedable,

EPITONE-~i/5, Mike May, 9428 Hotart St, Dallas 18, Tex, 5S¢

Neat, unpreteniious, attractive, Book revizws by Nosh Mcleod, letters
by everybody. ~ud fanzine reviews, Mot apt to ¥m ever be #1 mag, but
atvizy nize magezine to find in your mailbox, It's making real
strides, .

FAN FICTION~-~Ronald Voight, no address or price to be found,

The first issue was a mon-trosity, illegible and unread~ble, #2 is
legible, With that editorial policy, what more can you expeet?

FEMIZINE=wFch, '55, Sgt. J.'7, Carr - c¢/o RAPC Sgt's Mess - Maida
Crmp ILLF 17 (c/o GPO, Englaﬁd)

A fat and sassy zinec from Britain's femme fans, Chief drawback te
these American ayes is a failing I f£ind in many British fanzines,
which operzte o2 the personal intimai> level, 90% of the time I
have no idea who or what they’re talking abovt, I no sooner get
one Britien fan firmly esconze. mm a montel peg than five more pop
up vwhose names lecave we cowrtletsly blank but who ar8 apparently
intim=tely kncewn to everyonzs in british fandom, Yes, I know it
doubtless wori’s te cther wey rouml,.///This issue has undoubtedly
the most repulsire nude ever to grace any fanzine cover and that is
going scme siace 17 there i3 one thing fans know how to draw it is



unattractive nudes,. (I understand they're subsidized by the anti=
nudist lobby.) -A 1itide poem below. informs us thot thie iz the
Svace Mothersse.e.2n unlikely atory if I ever heard one, 1f this
female ever had any offspring I'm afr~id their genetic maXkeup would
be fault, with possibilities of mental instability, _Obviously no
man in his wight mind would ever get anyplage near close enough to -
this beast to serve the function necess2ry .to making her a mothereee
space or any other kind, However, with long experiemces on the pros
you c¢2n te~r off the cover and enjoy the rest of the m~gy Has some
very amusing interlinestions, one of which youtll find filched, e
elaevhere in this megrzine, "Re commended. Ay

GABPw=166 lcRoberts lve, Toronto 10, Ontario

A 8APSZine, May be ~vnil-ble for trade, Just as CiN F.N is much
better without Steward, so is Stew=rd far better aw~y from C~N F.XN,
Amueing throughout, highspot being 2 hoz2x article which I suspect
has somewhat dampened the Raeburn=Steward friendship, At least if
1 were Raeburn and the difficulties I envision as probably result,
it certainly would h=ave}

GRUE=-#23, Dean A, Grennell, 402 liaple ..venue, Fond du Lac, Wis. 25¢

This mag is to big to be desoribed with one word, so we'll use two.
Stup=endous, Leads off with a brief but classioc article by James
Blish on ameteur writers, So now you ¥mow how it looks from the other
end of the telescope, Anyone elee wriggle uncomfortably while reading
this? Abhandsome renrint of one of the classic Speer pieceseesoiis
white p2per on Degler,, These ~re only the high gpots, Ae 2 matter
of fact therels a2 little of everything in this 53 page mag which is
probebly the mo-t fannieh of all fanzines,

GEMZINGe=C.lie Carr 5319 Bal lard Ave, Seattle 7, Wash,

An exceedingly mu-dane is-ué sounds the death lmell for GIMCYs non=
FAPA activity, As it must to all of us, gafi= has come to 5319
Ballard Ave, And that's not the only place the little bundlé from
heaven alighted at, as you've. probably discovered from the editorial,

GHUBG HO--#3Larry Anderson, 2716 Smoky Lane, Billings, Monte

And =till another format for Anderson, He seems still groping for
s format fironically he had 2 good mimeod format for a ouple of
issues e-rly in SCINTILLA'e life), This is the best in qrite some
time and could stand expansion, However undoubtedly this is the
1mst time wetll see it, MNostly letterse,ssnot very bad, but not
very good, RQuite legible, though, ' & Te

HYPHEN=—a213, March 1955, Walt 7illis 170 Upper Newtown~rds Road, '
Belfast, N,Ireland, One issue of HYPHIN mriled to Rog Phillips will
bridz you two copies of OTHIR WORLDS o _

I see 1T apd REVIDY have been pacing each other, Both had their
- initial iscues simult-neously a2nd the thirteenth REVITW is appearing
‘ghortly =2fter the thirteenth HY ' 'E N,” Of course, HYPHIN has always
been quite a bit fatter, and modesty (Willis's, that is) forbide
comparing the qu=lity, . George Cherters pulls 2 James White on & .
and after yezrs of besking ¥ in 7411ie!' reflected glory suddenly


copi.es

emerges 2s a humerous wriger of a quality to rival Willis hirr elf,
And, besides tggt,oge'g had his name in hard covers} M=delaine

Willis (oddly familiar surname, that) does what she insists 1s her
maiden piece for a fanzine though I still remember with eccstacy

¥he item she did for SFD in which she 1abelled herself the world's
laziest fan, By the way, Madelaine, whetever happeied to Max Keaslerd
There's a Terry Carr piece whioch is not of HYPHEN calibre (inciden=

" tally, since If've criticized Carr before, I should mention he did

one really fine article for FOG a few months back wkich I newvex
h~ppened to review, and I wish hetd do more of the same, desnite

the fact only lmck of time prevented me Irom wilting a five page
pebuttzl disputing every single thirg he gcid), But I got the most
enjoyment, this issue, from "Rust in Peace®, The NEW YORKER (or
PUNCH, 1f yo prefers.ssI prefer broniy, mrself) of fanzings,

gnm@n ‘=mApril 165, Clifford I, Gould, 1559 Cable 5t. Sandiego 7,
Py # 2

A highly promising zine, and no patronization intended, This
probably won't by PSYCHOTIC®*s suacessor but it is the cnly new
giné vet in appearance which could even possible ascsurme the mantle
handed down in direct succession from VAMPIRE, and poesibly even
further bagKeeeethat of fandom's (shhh, dirty word) focal point,
*More than you, Man" a tremendously funny piece, best of the many
recent takeoffs on Sturgeon, which was writtesn as a wequel to the
firet issues "Born Into Fandc:." which drew tremendous praice, 0441y
I thought the first article pretuy pitiful but its sequ~i is delight-
ful, The rest of the magazine's material is af a Tar lower calibre,
There is a putrid columm by Larry V'alker, a putrider one by Larry
Bourne (2nd here I‘d mentally framed the cormment that' evidently no
one named Larry can write a decent columm, when I turned the page and
discovered a third column by Larry Anderson vhich prevented the
. eomment, It isn't putrid, Just undistinguished,) This fanzine
fass that magic 'feel! to it though which, in the early issues, can
purpass any swount of cruddy material, Super-neat mimeography,
Y magazine o watche ;

ONOMONATA--Spring 1955 #1, L.J, Touzinsky 25¢, 2911 Minnesota Ave,
ouls 18, Mo, '

A crowded unattractive fanzine with little of interest, It's a
clubzine with an impressive staff which may explain its lack of
quality, Touzinsky can ocertainly do better than this on his own,
O0dde are it never gets by the eecend issue,

OOPSLA~-#162817 Elevenih St,, Santa Meniea, Calif, 15¢

This mag rivals FATA as the place vhere old fans ge to die., Maybe
the reason Calkins has raver acclimated himeelf to FiPA 1s Jealousy,
FATA has more contributors (altho no bigger names) than OOPSLA,
willis and Grennell are the high spote this ilssue, Worth at leant
twice the asking price,

g iiBApril 1955, Paul Enever, 9 Churchill Ave,., Hillingdon, Middx,

Sober, steady, upright, and true, Yell that's a fairly geod dosefit-
tion, Iti.L never rival HYPHEN for the HYPHEN reader's enthusiasm



but 16 bypifise what e 4 the U,S, like ¢. '  to regavrd (probsbly
quite erroneously) as all the uniwcrsal British virtues, England's
most reliable zine (HYFHEN's from Irelsnd, remember?) and one of its
beet, if not most briliiant, :

OUTSIDERS~--#19, Wrai Ballard, Blanchard, N,D,

Thie is the SKYHQOX, HORIZONS, 2nd LIGHT of SAPS all rolled into

one, This hardy perennial goes on and on, Always fascinating,

The only SAPSzine to be listed in my votes for fandom's top ten

zines, last year (two ,or three: FARAzines got my vote, tho,)

Avail-ble for limited trade,) ; :

P OTIC—#19 Rich~rd Geis, 2631 N, Mieeiasippi, Portland 12, Oregon,
Z a copys. E .

It seems kind of pointles= to review thie next to the last issue of
the king, 1It's too late to sub now and chances -~ are you already
get it, anyway, and are as , 5 gad as I about its impending demise,
.Begt item this issue 1s 2 mavelous Bloch piece of doggerel "A Nan=-

.Lewis Carol" with equally marvelous Kellogg illustrations, Kellogg
grows on you, like Partch or Addams, Too bad PSY is folding just as
- it finally has broken in an artist whose style matches it{ Vive 1le

Kellogg,,..2nd weep for PSY, ;

SATELLITE~— Don Allen, 3, Arkle St, Gateshezd 8, Co, Durham, England
one prozeine (why not nick something besides OTHRR JORLDS or LMAZING,
huh?) brings you two iscues,

A most un-British British fanzine, My goodness, m~rgines; and spaces
between p-ragraphs; =~nd l=yout and even chunks of white space not being
uysed for anything. NIRVAI'A will turn over in its grove, Uhat 1s
British fandom coming to, Surely not a decire to put out attractive
lgokigg f>nzines as well as hilariously rerding ones$ Good m~terial,
throughout, although VYarren F, Link hardly ceems a reprecent-tive (or
lat least the right type of representative) Americen f-n,

SCHNURDLITES--ligel Lindsay, 311 Babbacome Rde Torquay, Dgvon, England,
An unpretentious, relaxed little OlMfPAzine, Limited trades only,

TYPEQ (and thot is,,.,it should be TYPO)e=306 E, Hickory, TZnid, Okla,
editors name elusive,

An offset zine which eeems unsure of its goals a= yet, Good f2nzine
reviews, - - ; . o 3 _

TRIOIE--Eric Bentcliffe, 47 Alldis St., Gre~tmoor, Stockport, Cheg.
England '

The product of sewer=2l well-kmowm and empertenes fans this zine suff-
ers the usual curse of multjpTe editereht~, l2ck of editorial person-
ality, 'ith their beckground neturally they've rmked in an unusually
outstanding ~esortment of amteri2l but it seems assembled not edited,
There's a good serizl story about future f-n history, told eaech issue
by a different fan, - 8- §iod



JIMBRA==March John Hitchcock, 15 Arbutns Avenue, Baltimore BE, . WarTe
1 0a : 3

The one-time bad boy of fenzines, UMBRA, now on its good dehavior fcr
gome six months has ad fevel legibility almost throughout in thiz
issue, There are one or two bad spots but it practically gliszteny
elsewhere, It's the mixture as before, Good MgLeod .oview:, {.ic
letters and fanzine reviews and the r23t strictly maerenkaclic,

VAGABONDwe#1 Spring 1955, Jéhn,w. Murdock, c/o0 Henry Maorc Studlc
214 Zast 1lth Stes Kansas city 6, Missouri,

Like most firet iseues this large well-mimeod 47 pager hasntt yet
discovered the distinction between that w:ich is worth printing and
that which isn't, The former is chiefly rcpresented here by 2 round
robin story "Martha and the Genii® wh%ch is the product of five femmee
fans, It starte out like 2 typiel G,i,Carr etory, not survrisingly
since she writes the firet chapter,,sand then Olive Morgan builds

well upon that foundation, Then two regrettshle interludes ty Emilg
Thompson and Teabelle Dinwiddie follow, which »uin the vaity of the
story, Orma lMcCormick meneges to szivagns part of the d=biriz end G.M,
Carr's firm hand returns in the sizik ch-pter to tidy ihe story up as
best she can (vwiiich iy pretty damn good conzideringz vhat Thompson am
Dinwiddie did to it,) 1I?d 1like %o r~ce more round-robin stories. These
' gPe fascine ting,

VARIOSO==713, John Marmus, 203 Noah, Oberling Ohio, 10-

A typicel Magnus zine, containing an interesting editorial, goed arti-
cle by Robert Madle and a ¢illiy JZm Harmon cstc. 7,

‘WEﬂﬁlggn-#z, Georgina Illis, 1282-15%h Street Ladt, Calgary, Alta,

Almost entirely letters this time and therefore partaing of the very
congiderable viriues of the lettarzine,

YOBBIR~-#2, 220 W, College St,, Oberlin, Ohio, Andy & Jean Young,

A very preotty fanzine with practic2lly no contents, It's a litile
anzé o see why the editors bothered although what little there wes
wzz weloome, Therels a two page doeumented attack on Harlan Elli-mn
{214 4% sculdn't happen to 2 more deserving versocu) and Hhe »o % of
‘ths magazive {2 devoted tc a det2iled set of instructions on how oo
live a 1ife f erime and get aw y wiith it, Socvnds like work tu mee

"PP"PP"pP°-Pp'-PP~-FP--DP-~PP-~PP-PD~-PP*-PP--PP~-DD--ij~PP'~
4vd wery nappy an I to finich my last fanzine weview, toolililll:!
==(Qe=qQ=+Qi~=0gm=GluoqQnalfenties] jrot e qdv el wGimeqQeemgleo (-

I got tired of writing this cojiumn abovt o wsar and a half aco but
continued as it was consistentiyistont twice ag rovkice es =iviklmg

y-L Con - A A i 5
elge In the regaziie .

aAnd now I'm (eigh,..gurgle) o,

Thus endeth RFVIFY #13 and this stencil is typed on Priday the 13th.
Your opinions ofiuVIUW wili suoein whother you consider the date
luecky c» urlnalr,

Zn revolr, you 211,



